
English Literature Summer Task 

As part of the A Level English Literature course, you will have to form clear opinions and develop the necessary skills to support them. You will also need to show 

evidence of independent reading. 

Wide reading is vital, and as part of ‘Heads Up’, we (would!) have explored some of the 1001 Books to Read Before you Die. Your task now is to decide on just one 

book you believe everyone should read at some point in their life, and create an A4 page that explains this. The format should mirror that of the book (example 

provided). 

 

The piece of writing you produce should focus on explanation and justification of your choice; you may choose a text from any genre provided that you feel it has 

sufficient literary merit to be read by a wide audience. 

Please include the following information: 

 A brief synopsis (but no spoilers please) 

 Your reasons for selecting this text 

 Its relevance to a range of readers (include at least two) eg. men; women; children; the elderly; teenagers; the poor; the rich; immigrants 

 A quotation from a third party (eg a literary critic or reviewer) or the writer themselves about the text 

Responses will be assessed (equivalent A Level grade awarded) in September and will then be collated and distributed to members of the A Level English Literature 

group as stimulus for wider reading during Year 12. 

If you have any concerns about the appropriacy of your choice of text, please contact Mrs O’Loughlin via email clare.oloughlin@hessleacademy.com 
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Example (please format this way) 

 


